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Brief 

description of 

the 

organisation1 
 

The Economic and Statistical Observatory for sub-Saharan Africa (AFRISTAT) 

with its 22 member states is an intergovernmental organisation created on 21 

September 1993 by 14 countries that were members of the Franc Zone at the time 

(Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Comoros, Congo, 

Ivory Coast, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Mali, Niger, Senegal, Chad and Togo). 

They have since been joined by Burundi, Cabo Verde, Djibouti, Guinea, Guinea 

Bissau, Madagascar, Mauritania, Sao Tomé and Principe.   

Mission2 
 

 

AFRISTAT is the only intergovernmental organisation to have statistical 

development as its sole working objective. It devotes most of its resources to 

building the statistical capacities of its Member States and of sub-regional 

institutions for economic integration. It also operates in other countries. 

Fields of 

Activity/ 

structure 

 

Statistics 

 Harmonization and regional integration; Statistical coordination and planning; 

Processing of economic information; Socio-demographic statistics; Dissemination; 

Training and continuing education. 

Mandate  AFRISTAT’s legitimacy is of a technical nature. Its skills complement and 

strengthen the implementation of common economic integration policies. That 

explains the importance of close, trust-based cooperation between AFRISTAT and 

the statistical units of its member States’ Sub-regional integration institutions: 

WAEMU, CEMAC, ECOWAS and EECAS. 

Statistical 

work 

programme 

The activities are based on five year AFRISTAT Strategic Plan of Activities 

(PSTA). AFRISTAT, a support tool for national statistical systems, has been able to 

incorporate in its approach, the goal to coordinate and harmonize concepts, norms, 

methods and sources. It is also a regional integration tool for all member States. 

 

Number of 

staff 
Total / Statistical 

division 

30 

4 technical departments 

Flagship 

Publications 

Quarterly bulletin “La Lettre d’AFRISTAT”; Methodological documents. 

Website www.afristat.org 
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